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Letter from the Executive 
Director & President
Sea Island Habitat for Humanity has come a long, long way! In fact, this is our 39th 
year of operation- the 3rd oldest Habitat affiliate in the world! Since being 
established in 1978 we have built over 325 homes, and repaired/rehabilitated many 
others. As we move towards our 40th anniversary, the Sea Island Habitat Board of 
Directors and Staff leadership are working hard at defining and focusing our 
mission, so that we can continue to be the leading non-profit serving affordable 
housing needs in the Charleston region.
Affordable housing is not just a hot topic come election time. Houses and land are 
expensive in our region, and the average salaries are certainly not as high as the 
market requires. Our Board of Directors and Staff are now focusing on making sure 
we are building the right products, at the right price points, in the right locations. 
Smaller houses for seniors, duplexes or townhomes for lower mortgage payments, 
or unique and innovate designs that allow us to save on the cost of construction are 
all being considered to supplement our typical single-family houses that we have 
been building for years. We are also continuing our amazing Repair Care program, 
which helps homeowners in our region make necessary repairs to their homes. 
In addition to a tremendous partnership with the Town of James Island to repair 
residents' homes, we are also funding repairs throughout the rest of our service 
area. This program focuses almost exclusively on senior citizens near the poverty 
level, and has had tremendous success in allowing folks to age-in-place, rather 
than in a care facility at great cost.
Lumber is expensive. Land is even more expensive. To build homes we need both! 
We have been blessed in the past to have a strong “3-legged stool” of support to do 
so: our ReStore has just finished a record year, and was able to fully fund the 
materials for 7 new houses; our Habitat homeowners are just that- owners- and our 
Habitat Mortgage Portfolio of over 240 accounts has seen a wonderful improvement 
in delinquency rates; and finally our motivated and generous donors have 
supported us financially- through special events, charitable giving, or donated 
products to our ReStore.
We would like to thank all of you who have supported Sea Island Habitat. Whether 
swinging a hammer in the July sun, or sending in a donation towards our latest 
house project- all of your generosity is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,
John E. Rhoden Jr. Kimberly Borts
Executive Director President - Board of Directors



Pre-audited Statement of Activities, 2016-2017 Fiscal Year. If you 
would like more information on our financials, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at 843-768-0998.

2016-2017 Financials
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Programs 86%

Expenses

Fundraising 6%
Management 8%

Revenue
Donations 20%

ReStore 20%

Others 3%

Special Events 13%
Grants 13%

Home 
Sales
31%
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• The first Habitat for Humanity affiliate established in South Carolina
(1978) and the third oldest affiliate in the world

• One of over 2000 worldwide independent affiliates of Habitat for
Humanity International

• A volunteer based organization that operates with its own Board of
Directors and staff

Sea Island Habitat for
Humanity is:

Fundraising 6%



Donor Spotlight
Dolphin Architects & Builders
For nearly 30 years, the Dolphin Architects & Builders family has served 
the South Carolina Lowcountry with a unique, creative, and fun approach 
to designing, building, and renovating custom homes.  Dolphin has been 
especially fortunate to serve as a trusted partner to hundreds of 
homeowners on Kiawah, Seabrook, Johns, and Wadmalaw Islands.  The 
company’s deep roots on these Islands makes everyone at Dolphin 
keenly aware of the need for dependable, high-quality housing throughout 
the area. 

Dolphin eagerly supports Sea Island Habitat for Humanity, and the team 
devotes a substantial percentage of its annual, philanthropic resources to 
SIHH.  Christopher Ibsen, Dolphin’s owner and President, shares that, “I 
first worked on Habitat houses while a high school student volunteer in 
Savannah, Georgia, and it remains clear to me that the Habitat model of 
sweat-equity-driven ownership is truly inspired and works as effectively 
today as it first did in 1978. 

Though larger corporations may deliver bigger dollars than we can 
to Sea Island Habitat, we truly stretch our capacity to invest in our 
neighbors and the pride of homeownership made
possible through Habitat.”

6
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 Bill Greubel Car Donation
Bill Greubel is incredibly generous with both his time and money. One 
of our newest Board members, Bill’s excitement has been contagious.  
An avid golfer, he jumped on the opportunity to be on our 2017 Golf 
Benefit committee. With monetary donations, Bill has sacrificed greatly 
for the cause of Sea Island Habitat. But recently, Bill did something 
that was a little unexpected: he gave us a car! Instead of selling his 
1999 SX500 Mercedes-Benz convertible, he donated it to Sea Island 
Habitat and we were able to sell it at our ReStore. It took all of 5 
minutes to sell once we got it there. Thanks Bill!

Donor Spotlight



Habitat Events
2016 “Raise the Roof” Auction
The 2016 “Raise the Roof” auction—presented by Ann Weiser & 
Michael Johnson, Betty & Leo Weber, and Josephine & Hans-Werner 
Hector—raised enough funding for two entire Habitat homes, and then 
some!  The profit of $151,000 gave Habitat a strong financial boost 
as they prepared to break ground on two homes for two new Habitat 
partner families.  

The “Raise the Roof” auction produced more revenue than any event in 
the history of Habitat, largely due to the planning committee leadership 
of Judy Hubbard.  Janet and George Desko made a $15,000 foundation 
sponsorship gift in their absence, to get the “Build a Home” portion of 
the event started.  Peggy and David McCarthy kept the momentum 
going with a $10,000 gift.  Numerous board members, past board 
members, and other donors followed suit and gave gifts of $5,000 and 
$2,500.  What an incredible display of support!

The highlight of the night was the heartfelt speech given by our most 
recent (at that time) homeowner, Shonda Evans.  Shonda dressed 
beautifully for the occasion and brought along her charismatic 17 year 
old son, Dillon.  She told the group of 175 guests about her journey 
through the Habitat building process, and about how her life has 
changed just by knowing that she has a safe, dependable, quiet home 
to return to at the end of each day.  Shonda is an obvious example of 
the hardworking people that Habitat partners with.8
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Habitat Events
Women Build 2017
Our 17th annual Women Build Week brought 264 ladies together from 
around the Charleston community to build a 3-bedroom 2-bathroom 
home for our newest Habitat homeowner.  Meet Tashena Mitchell.  
Tashena is a hardworking single mother.  She works as a shift 
manager at Walmart, where she has a well-established career.  She’s 
an amazing mom to her young daughter, MacKenzie!  She joined us 
for Day 1 and Day 7, so she witnessed her future home transform from 
a flat wooden floor on Day 1 to a fully formed structure on Day 7.  We 
are so grateful to have Tashena and her daughter as part of the 
Habitat family.  Special thanks to our sponsors, especially our 
presenting sponsor Irene Thomas of AgentOwned Realty. Together 
they raised $51,000 to cover material costs of the home. This event 
wouldn't have been possible without the amazing leadership of 
Charlotte Moran, who has chaired the Women Build committee for 
years!



Habitat Events
2017 Golf Benefit
A great day was had by all at Sea Island Habitat for Humanity’s 
Golf Beneit 2017 on May 22.  The presenting sponsor, Kelly Family 
Foundation, led the way for us to raise an all time high for funds raised 
at this event, $83,000! 92 golfers hit the links to compete in a Captain’s 
Choice format.  There were several special competitions including: hole 
in one, closest to the pin (Winners: Ladies – Julie O’Driscoll, Men – 
John McAvoy), longest drive (Winners: Ladies – Katy Goodrich, Men – 
Jody Riggs), and putting (Winner – Ken Kavanaugh).  With the funds 
raised at the Golf Benefit we are able to give hope to many in the 
Lowcountry. A special thanks to our golf committee: Warren McCulloch 
(Chair), Liz Devens, Gail Kavanaugh, Jeannie Hillock, and Bill Greubel.

10
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Volunteers
• Total value of volunteer hours: $804,000
• Number of groups: 93
• Repeat groups: 27
• Out of town groups: 35
• Local groups: 58
• Weekly volunteers: 12
• Top 10 volunteer groups

• Porter-Gaud School
• Junior League of Charleston
• Coast Guard
• Wells Fargo
• Bank of America
• College of Charleston
• James Island Presbyterian
• Wild Dunes
• Carlock, Copeland & Stair, LLP
• The Citadel



New Homeowners
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1) Natasha Gaillard - Children - Myracle & Mycah
-1882 Ferguson Road - Closed in November 2016 -
Publix Supermarket House

2) Kimberly Gaillard - Daughter - Zoe -1880 Ferguson
Road - Closed in July 2016 - Kimberly was the 2016
Women Build home recipient. She lives with her 11 year
old daughter, Zoe, who attends a school right around the
corner from her new home. Kimberly works at Mount
Pleasant Municipal Court as a clerk of court and
although it is a commute, she is happy to own a home
on James Island where she grew up.  Zoe is also thrilled
to be able to ride her bike and play with her cousins who
live nearby.

3) Brenda Backman - 1878 Ferguson Road - Closed in
July 2016 - Brenda is a hard-working woman who has
never owned a home of her own. Currently, she lives
with her daughter and two young grandchildren. As a
full-time employee at Roper St. Francis hospital, Brenda
is excited to finally have an opportunity to build equity
and something to pass down to her family.

4) Shonda Evans - Children - Dillon & Dara   - 1876
Ferguson Road - Closed in November 2016

5) Our 2017 Women Build Family: Tashena Mitchell
and daughter MacKenzie - 1724 Bella Terra Lane 
- Closed September 2017
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New Homeowners
JOHNS ISLAND HOMES:
6) Benn F. Johnson - Children - Ta’Sadia, Tatiyanna & 
Zion - 3320 Pumpkin Hill Road, Johns Island - Closed in 
April 2017

7) Raul Galvan & Shashenka Mendoza - Children  -
Leandro, Anthony & Julian - 3754 Back Pen Road, 
Johns Island - Closed in June 2017

8) James Grant, III - Child - James Grant IV - 3492 
Greta Street, Johns Island -Anticipated Closing end of 
2017 



This year brought a renewed energy to our Repair Program here at Sea 
Island Habitat. With a new focus on the critical needs of our 
constituents, they were able to return their dwellings to a safe and 
dependable status. With 15 individuals helped, we are pleased to tell 
you the stories of a few:

We Were Able To Help Habitat Home Owners: 
Ms. Katherine Rivers became a habitat home owner in the early 90’s. 
At the age of 75 she is a retired widow and mother of 6.  Living alone 
on a fixed income made it difficult for Ms. Rivers to keep her house in 
top shape. We not only replaced her roof, but we also built a 
wheelchair ramp so that she can easily come and go as she pleases.

We Were Able To Help Those Who Are Sick: 
Ms. Anna Wilson Jenkins is a homebound cancer patient who is 
currently undergoing treatment at MUSC. Her home on Johns Island 
had created conditions that were difficult for someone going through 
cancer treatment. At 86 years old Ms. Jenkins is also confined to a 
wheelchair. We not only replaced her roof but we built a wheelchair 
ramp that has changed her life drastically. 

We Were Able To Maintain Memories For Home Owners:
Mrs. Janie Davis of James Island and her late husband built their home 
from the ground up over many years. At 80 years old and with her 
husband passed she often struggles to keep these memories intact. An 
energetic group of volunteers from The University of Missouri helped 
reroof Mrs. Davis’ house, thus retaining the many memories her 
husband, her and their 10 kids created in this house over the years. 

Repair Program 2016-17
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If you have things that you’re looking to donate but don’t know how to 
get it to Sea Island Habitat ReStore, give us a call at 843-559-4009.

The ReStore
What is the ReStore?
The Sea Island Habitat for Humanity ReStore exists to raise funds and 
awareness for our mission through the resale of donated furnishings 
and construction materials.

WE PICK YOUR STUFF UP… FOR FREE!



The ReStore
DECONSTRUCTION SERVICES

The Ultimate in Recycling
Whether you’re managing a kitchen or bath remodeling or an entire 
home demolition, the Sea Island Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
Deconstruction Team can save you time and money by handling both 
the deconstruction and removal of building materials and accessories.  
The resale value of the items removed by SIHH ReStore are 
fully tax-deductible.

What Is Deconstruction?
Deconstruction is the removal of reusable building items to be sold at 
the SIHH ReStore. Deconstruction reduces the disposal of usable 
materials into landfills and provides affordable materials for renovation 
and smaller-scale construction projects.

How Does Our Deconstructon Team Benefit You?
We are a fully insured trained Deconstruction Team that will expedite 
your project, saving you time and money. We will provide you 
documentation for your tax deductible purposes and then leave the site 
clean.

What Can Be Removed For Resale?
Windows, doors, doorknobs, toilets, sinks, vanities, tubs, faucets, 
fixtures, kitchen cabinets, countertops, appliances light fixtures, flooring, 
and much more!

Call 843-559-4009 or email deconstruction@seaislandhabitat. 
org for questions or to schedule your Deconstruction!

16
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Habitat Staff
Office Staff

John Rhoden – Executive Director

Susan Critzman – Controller

Louis Kines – Outreach Manager

Anna Huie – Volunteer Coordinator

Melissa Petersen – Office Manager

Peter Mathias – Development Director

Maritza Zeisel – Family Services Director

Michelle Keiper – Administrative Assistant



Habitat Staff
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ReStore Staff

Thomas Belshaw – ReStore Manager

Matt Justice – ReStore Warehouse &
Deliveries

Chad Stone – ReStore Operations
Manager

Kim Sadler – Scheduler



Construction Staff

Mike Rettaliata – Construction Superintendent 

Dan Glass – Site Supervisor

Forrest Gottke – Site Supervisor

Doug Mackenzie – Site Supervisor
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Habitat Staff



2545 Bohicket Road
Johns Island, SC 29455




